
When our girls were little, there was a 
video they used to like to check out from 
the JAARS library called The Red-Nose 
Express. In case you’re not familiar with 
this fine cinematic masterpiece, at one 
point Mik the Clown sings a song about 
motives that asks the questions: “Why do I 
do the things I do, and who do I do them 
for?” Last year when I read (and then later 
led the youth through) John Piper’s book 

Don’t Waste Your Life, I was reminded to check my motives. Am I in ministry 
because it makes me feel good or helps my reputation? Am I trying to earn God’s 
favor or make myself acceptable to Him? Am I doing this out of pity for lost people? 
Am I seeking God’s greatest glory? What really drives me? 
I do hope that my work helps people get God’s Word sooner. I do hope it makes a 
difference when people open their Bibles and the words they read are clear and sound 
like God speaking directly to them in their heart language. But most of all I hope my 
work pleases my Master. I know there’s nothing I could do to earn His grace or 
increase His love for me, but I want every line of code I write to honor Him. Maybe 
more importantly, I want every word I speak in a meeting and every thought I think 
when a decision doesn’t go my way to honor Him. 
Most of the people who open up a Bible that was translated by someone who used 
Translation Editor to do their work will never meet me. They’ll never get a chance to 
thank my team for struggling to make sure every part of the program worked just 
right. Nor will they ever know about the 
times we failed to get it right the first time 
(or the second or third time). And like a lot 
of people who read our newsletter, even if 
someone tried to explain what the computer 
geeks at JAARS did to help them get the 
Bible in their own language, it probably 
wouldn’t make much sense. But that’s okay, 
because even though I’m doing this to help 
them, I’m really serving Him. 
This also means that if things don’t work out 
according to my hopes and dreams — if 
Translation Editor doesn’t turn out to be the 
silver bullet that makes Bible translation a 
breeze — I don’t have to worry. As long as 
I’m faithful to do the work God has called 
me to do, I can leave the results in His 
hands. As Romans 14 says, God has 
accepted me. And I will stand, for the Lord 
is able to make me stand. 
How about you? Why do you do the things 
you do, and who do you do them for? 
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• Pray for safety as we travel this summer. 
• Pray for Phil, who is raising support to join the TE team. 
• Praise God for providing a car, and pray for wisdom for our van-related decisions. 
• Praise that Viji and Minie were able to fix their computer and recover the data. 
• Pray for the family of the Konda lady who was murdered and for salvation for her killer. 
• Late-breaking Praise: a college student (a guy from our church) has volunteered to work 

with us this summer. 
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Out of over 6,900 languages spoken worldwide, about 2,200 have yet to have a 
translation of the Bible started. That represents more than 350 million people 
without any part of the written Word. 
Bible translation has been going on for centuries, but in these last days the Holy 
Spirit has empowered the Body of Christ to advance the work of Bible 
translation like never before. “We’re involved in the greatest acceleration of the 
pace of Bible translation that the church has ever witnessed,” says Bob Creson, 
president of Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
In 2008, Wycliffe launched the Last Languages Campaign to fulfill a call we 
believe is close to God's heart. Wycliffe began a record high of 109 Bible 
translation projects last year. As God pours out his blessings, we press on 
toward the goal of starting a translation in 
every remaining language by 2025. But to 
begin 2,200 translations in the next 15 years, 
the entire Church needs to work together. 
To learn more about how to pray, give, or go 
to help finish the task, check out this article 
on the Mission News Network: 
www.mnnonline.org/article/14323. 

In the short letter we sent out this spring along with the Rev. 7 magazine, we mentioned that we had been given 
a special gift to purchase newer vehicles. As a replacement for our Explorer, God led us to a 2009 Pontiac 
Vibe. We got a great deal on it with the help of a guy at JAARS who purchases vehicles at auction on behalf of 
other missionaries. We’re now adjusting to having a smaller vehicle, though making the adjustment to the 
smaller fuel tank has been easy! We don’t really feel 
worthy of this blessing, but we have had to learn to ac-
cept that God often lavishes on us gifts way beyond 
what we deserve. Our prayer is that this car will be 
used to bless others and glorify God. Please join us in 
praying to that end. We still have a little bit left to re-
place the Astro as well. We’ve been thinking we would 

drive it into the ground, 
but now we’re consider-
ing giving it to a family 
at our church whose van 
just died. You can pray 
for wisdom for us in this 
decision also. 
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