) . 5)
64
/6 W3
oW 4 )
1 Wb

h'oor 4
S

b -

7. - k) '

8." #h-

Thank you! It’s something we don’t say often enough. It’s not that we mean to
take God’s good gifts for granted. It’s not that we don’t appreciate so many of
you, through whom He has shown us His faithfulness. But sometimes the many
demands of life and ministry crowd out the time we otherwise would have taken
to return thanks, and we find ourselves in the sad company of the nine ungrateful
lepers who were pleased to have been blessed but not willing to inconvenience
themselves in order to be a blessing. As you read about some of the recent bless-
ings God has brought our way, we hope you will be able to rejoice with us, know-
ing that you have played a part in it all. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

This year we had
planned to celebrate
Joylily’s 15th birthday
(that’s the big one in
Latin American culture)
in Honduras. But as we
were wrestling with
howtodoitona
shoestring budget, the
JAARS youth group
announced plans to take
the youth there for a
mission trip. Joylily
really wanted to go, so
we altered our plans,
and decided to go down
at the end of their trip, meet up with Joylily and spend a .y
few weeks with family. A sluggish economy here made it
possible for us to get bargain prices on the plane tickets.
However, while the JAARS group was down there, we
were shocked to get the news that the Honduran president
had been ousted in a political maneuver designed to thwart
his supposed plans to try to extend his presidency and push
for a socialist agenda. In the ensuing confusion and
political upheaval, the JAARS leaders decided to bring the
team back a few days early,
which left us struggling to
decide what to do as a family. Unlike the other major
carriers, our airline was unwilling to flex by more than a
few days on our tickets, so we finally decided to buy
another ticket for Joylily (not so cheap this time) so she
could fly back down with us. The stress of all these
decisions combined with our concerns for Honduras as a
country and for the well-being of Lily’s family made
this a hard summer for us, but it was very good to see
W/ * family and friends there again.
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http://www.skype.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.sil.org/computing/fieldworks/BTE-FW_downloads.htm

Leading the youth ministry at our church continues to be a source of joy and strug-
gles (let any who have served in youth ministry say “amen”). In September, we
took to the highways with our year-long emphasis on Do Hard Things

Fourteen of us piled into a 15-passenger van to make the trek to Washington,
DC, where we heard authors Brett and Alex Harris and their father Gregg
challenge us to rebel against society’s low expectations for young people.

The Wednesday after the conference, we had a bonfire at church
and had a chance to rehash some of the ideas talked about at the
conference. As we were sharing, a storm blew in, and we had to
beat a hasty retreat into the youth room, so we never got to have
our s’mores. After Tom comes back from his trip to Dallas,
we’re planning to finish out the year discussing the themes
found in Don’t Waste Your Lifey John Piper. If you haven’t
read this goldmine, get a copy and read it!
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* Praise that our support has actually crept up slightly to
85.4%, despite a tough economy.

it * Pray for a God-honoring resolution to the political crisis
in Honduras.

* Pray that Joel’s time on our team will be productive for
us and a great learning opportunity for him.

* Praise for safety in all our travels this summer and fall.

* Pray for good interactions at the Language Software
Developers Conference.
* Praise that Viji and Minie’s village home has been com-
/) # "% - pleted, and pray that God will use it to bring hope to the
-8 ( Konda-Dora people.

N ¢ By His Grace and for His Glory, (7’1”@2/



http://www.therebelution.com/dohardthings/
http://dontwasteyourlife.com/Products/
http://www.wycliffe.org/

