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Back in February, | was blessed to happen to IS=attle on the two weekends that my Seattle church
transitioned from the sanctuary | sat in as a gellstudent to their newly constructed sanctuanye &f
the costs of living away from your home base (@esais that you miss out on a lot of family mile-
stones, whether that's your immediate family orryclwrch family, so it's always exciting when | get
participate in such an event.

The Sunday that was the last service in the oldteary was especially meaningful to me. (The Sunday
in the new one, | mostly just felt lost!) In PasRichard’s sermon, he talked a lot about begirssugd
endings, and he also talked about thinking ofitifeerms of a relay race.(Think Hebrews 12:1).1As
was sitting there, it dawned on me that this igx@aellent metaphor for my current stage in life.

In the fall of 1995, as a brand new Wycliffe misgoy, | drove off to Dallas, TX, to do my pre-field
training. Teachers there invested in me, as digleda Togo, Benin, the Central African Republinda
Cameroon. Now, here in BC, | am passing along tieekedge | have gained about the word and
sentence structures of the world’s languages, #sag/eome more practical lessons on how to tackle
language data, how to clearly write up your ansywatcs At the same time, more experienced professor
are helping me as | try to figure out how besetch my classes, mentor students, publish resesrch,

This year we had 14 students graduates with a BAniguistics, 4 students graduate with a MA in Lin-
guistics, and 14 students graduate with a Mastefgpplied Linguistics and Exegesis (MLE). Our
graduates are heading off all around the world,agpua New Guinea, Indonesia, East Asia, Congo,

Solomon Islands, and more! VUV UV U UUUU U
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Teaching: My spring semester was quite busy, which is one of the reasons | didn't get a
newsletter out! | taught Syntax (the study of sentences), and | also took on the Discourse
Analysis class after sitting in on it last semester. In addition, | taught the first four weeks of
Problems in Morphology and Syntax which is an advanced graduate level course. It has
been a lot of work teaching these courses for the first time, so | am very thankful that the
current plan is for me to teach all the same courses next year: Morphology and Discourse
Analysis in the fall and Syntax, Discourse Analysis, and part of Problems in Morphology
and Syntax in the spring. Over the summer break (May-August), | will be working on
course revisions as well as a resource database which | hope will help me more effectively
mentor students and access materials for my own work.

Supervising theses and graduating essays: This semester the thesis reading load has
been lighter, with only one MA student in the pipeline. (He successfully defended his the-
sis in April.) Next semester (Fall 2008) will probably be heavier...

Administrative responsibilities: As of March, | am adding some new tasks to my plate and
a new title! | have been asked to become the Co-chair of the linguistics department. What
this means in my particular context is that | will be becoming one of the two public faces of
our department who interact with the Trinity faculty with respect to our BA students. | am
also taking on the role of undergraduate advisor. | think this is a great fit for me...helping
people to make plans!

Research and publications: Part of my job description is to keep my hand in on the re-
search front and to see that the results of that research get published. | was not able to do
a lot of this during the school year, so this is a major focus of the summer. | do have one
article in press and another under review, which is a praise, but | have more to be done in
this area. | have two older articles that need to be revised and submitted to journals, and |
would like to explore finding a publisher for my dissertation. | am also hoping that as | be-
gin the editing process, | will be inspired with some ideas for future research.
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[ Rejoice with me that Please uphold these concerns in prayer

*

*

*

*

*

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
5

My moving expenses have been paid offt * | have a tendency to bite off more than | caf
I've been published! And have another arti- chew. Pray that | will be productive this suni-
cle in the publishing pipeline. mer but will also allow myself some time fof]
Here in Canada, money is deposited two R&R.

weeks later than it was in the US. Asof * The exchange rate - The US dollar and qua—

March, | have successfully made the transi-  dian dollar have equal buying power these
tion so that the money | will spend in May is  days, which means my Canadian budget is
the money | received on April 20th. $400 off a month.

My expenses have stabilized as I've found * Even without the exchange rate difference,D
slightly cheaper car insurance, and figured out I've calculated that my budget is still off by

where to get the cheapest gas, food, etc. around $200/mo to be truly sustainable. |
I am finding my footing in this new job and Please pray for provision. [
am grateful for such a good fit. [
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